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Girls’ Empowerment Mission (GEM) Fundraiser 

Helps Empower Underserved Young Women

Living Classrooms Foundation’s Girls’ Empowerment Mission (GEM) program will hold its third annual fundraiser at the American Visionary Art Museum on Wednesday, April 22, 2009 from 5:30 – 9:00 PM.  This “girls only” event will feature an exploration of the museum’s exhibits, dinner, and an inspirational performance by Bump in the Road.  Proceeds will benefit the Girls’ Empowerment Mission.

The Girls’ Empowerment Mission (GEM) is a gender-responsive program that serves disadvantaged Baltimore County high school girls by providing opportunities and growth experiences that will enable them to become independent, self-sufficient, and confident young women. GEM provides an intensive, structured, three-year after school and weekend curriculum that address the needs of at-risk girls by helping them see beyond their current situations, by building their life skills, demonstrating the benefits of education, and exposing them to opportunities that will enhance their futures.  The program also provides mentoring, counseling, and exposes the girls to a wide variety of positive female role models. The main goal of this program is to break the cycle of poverty by keeping the girls on track with their education and empowering them to feel good about themselves and their potential. GEM helps these girls understand that while they cannot help where they come from, they can control where they are going.
Living Classrooms Foundation (LCF) is a non-profit organization, operated for the benefit of the community at large, providing hands-on education and job skills training for students from diverse backgrounds, with a special emphasis on serving at-risk youth. Our philosophy is based on the concept that students - especially those in need of extra guidance and attention - placed in small classes in challenging settings respond to real-world application of academics and work far more readily than they do in traditional classrooms.  Since 1985 the Foundation has used community projects and “learning by doing” education programs to emphasize the applied learning of academics, economics, ecology, and life skills. Key objectives of all LCF programs are career development, community service, and elevating self-esteem.  

