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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: John Dillow (202) 488-0627 ext.224
Mari Lou Livingood (202) 488-0627 ext.222


   jdillow@livingclassroomsdc.org      
mlivingood@livingclassroomsdc.org  

Kingman Island Day
WHEN:

Saturday, April 25, 2009




10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

WHAT:
Kingman Island Day: a special event celebrating and learning about Kingman and Heritage Islands Park and the surrounding communities. The event will include restoration service projects, hands-on activities, displays by local organizations involved in the community, and live entertainment. Kingman Island Day will expose and educate the local community, its youth, and partner organizations to the natural environment at Kingman and Heritage Islands by connecting youth and families to the outdoors. 

WHY:
Through this event, local youth and families will have an opportunity to learn about the environment and the resources available in their community, as well as to actively enhance this unique urban park for the Washington, DC metropolitan-area youth, schools, and community to enjoy. Kingman Island Day will also provide the community and elected officials an opportunity to reflect on the progress made in restoring the park thus far, as well as to celebrate the exciting future plans for the park in urban Washington, DC. 

WHERE: 
Kingman and Heritage Islands Park. 

Washington, DC; Parking is provided in the RFK Stadium Parking Lot 6 (six). 

*Free Parking*

Kingman and Heritage Islands Park is natural parkland owned by the District of Columbia and located on the Anacostia River near RFK Stadium. Less than a mile from the Stadium-Armory Metro Station (Blue and Orange Lines), Kingman Island is easily accessible by public transportation. For directions to the park, please visit www.kingmanisland.org. 

COST:
Kingman Island Day is a special event that is free to the public. 

EDITOR-NOTE: Members of the media are encouraged to attend. If you are interested in covering the event, please contact John Dillow at jdillow@livingclassroomsdc.org or Mari Lou Livingood at mlivingood@livingclassroomsdc.org. 

WEB SITES:
www.livingclassroomsdc.org


www.kingmanisland.org
About Kingman and Heritage Islands: Kingman and Heritage Islands are natural parklands found on the Anacostia River in Northeast Washington, DC.  There are over 50 acres of natural area to be explored on these two island habitats.  Wooded trails, river views, and wetlands comprise much of the sights to be experienced when visiting the park. Trails in the park are open for walking, hiking, and bicycling. Visitors can also enjoy viewing a variety of plants and animals native to the area.  Kingman Island is bordered on the east by the Anacostia River, and on the west by Kingman Lake, which also surrounds Heritage Island. 

Though the park on Kingman Island and Heritage Island is maintained as natural parkland, the islands were both constructed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. In 1916, the islands were developed from sediment dredged from the bottom of the Anacostia River. In addition, the wetlands found around the edges of Kingman Lake were developed and constructed by the Army Corps of Engineers and several other partner organizations.


The park on Kingman and Heritage Islands is being developed as a project of the District of Columbia Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development. Kingman Island is also the future location of the Kingman Island Environmental Center. Living Classrooms is responsible for managing the park on Kingman and Heritage Islands, and to provide educational experiences and programs to the public. 


About Living Classrooms: Living Classrooms Foundation is a non-profit organization that strengthens communities and inspires young people to achieve their potential through hands-on education and job training, using natural, urban, and maritime resources as “living classrooms.”  Living Classrooms serves over 18,000 youth in the National Capital Region each year with quality education programs and activities that increase students’ knowledge of their environment and community.
“Living Classrooms is uniquely positioned to connect kids to nature and involve them in conservation, while preparing them to understand and address major environmental challenges.”
-John Dillow, Executive Director for Living Classrooms programming in the National Capital Region

Kingman Island Day is sponsored in part by New York-based Parsons Brinkerhoff. 

In the District, Parsons Brinkerhoff has done extensive work for both the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and the District Department of Transportation, including planning and design services related to the Anacostia Waterfront Initiative and the South Capitol Street Corridor re-design.

 
“The experience we have had working on the AWI and the South Capitol Street project have given us a sense of the great potential waiting to be realized in the parts of the city along the Anacostia, but it’s not just about big development deals.  The work that Living Classrooms is doing to provide a showcase for nature in the heart of the city is just as important to the Anacostia’s revival.”
-Thomas Perry, Local Business Executive for the DC office of Parsons Brinckerhoff
