Media Alert

When:  Saturday, September 12,  5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Where:  Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine

What:  Friends of Fort McHenry Star-Spangled Spectacular, Presentation of the Francis Scott Key Award, and U. S. Postal Service Postage Stamp Unveiling

Description:  The Friends of Fort McHenry will host the annual Star-Spangled Spectacular, a fundraising event to benefit hands-on education programming at Fort McHenry on Saturday, September 12th, from 5:00 to 9:30 p.m.  This event coincides with Fort McHenry’s Star-Spangled Banner Weekend festivities and fireworks display.  Special ceremonies taking place during the event include the unveiling of the latest Flags of Our Nation series postage stamp by the U. S. Postal Service and presentation of the Francis Scott Key Award.

The stamp unveiling will be officiated by Postmaster George Olsen and Governor Martin O’Malley and will take place at approximately 5:00 p.m.  The U.S. Postal Service continues its Flags of Our Nation series with the unveiling of the flag portrait of Maryland.  Artist Tom Engeman crated the highly detailed flag portraits on the stamps, reproducing as accurately as possible such complex elements as intricate state seals and coats of arms.

The Francis Scott Key Award, presented annually to a group or individual who has supported the programs and initiatives of Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine, is the highest award presented by the Friends of Fort McHenry, the recognized Friends group for Fort McHenry.  This year the award will be presented to Mr. Nelson M. Bolton, Maryland State President, Society of the War of 1812.
Tickets for this event are $75 for adults and $10 for youth age 17 and under.  Catering is provided by Atlantic Caterers and Ryleigh’s Oyster.  For additional information and to purchase tickets call 410-962-4290  ext. 850 or visit the Friends of Fort McHenry website at www.friendsoffortmchenry.org.  The Friends of Fort McHenry is an affiliate of Living Classrooms Foundation.

