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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Monarch Teacher Network Workshop
WHAT:
The Monarch Teacher Network (MTN) is a growing network of (pre-k to 12th grade) teachers who have received training to use monarch butterflies to teach a variety of concepts and skills, including a growing connection with other nations and the need to be responsible stewards of the environment. The monarch workshops offered around the country provide educators with the information and skills they need to raise, care for, and release monarch butterflies with their students. 

Day one of the workshop focuses on the biology of the monarch butterfly while giving participants a taste of the many ways in which monarch butterflies fit into the curriculum they’re already teaching. Topics include a discussion on the monarch’s life cycle (with a comparison to the life cycles of other insects) and strategies for survival (with a more in-depth discussion of adaptations and migration in general). Participants learn about the milkweed community in which monarch caterpillars are born, with a larger look into communities, ecosystems, and biomes. Participants create rearing and holding cages which they take with them to use in the classroom.  

Day two of the workshop will teach participants ways to incorporate monarchs across the curriculum, weaving them in to subjects including drama, art, math, social science, Spanish language, and more. Participants learn ways in which their students can become citizen scientists by tagging and tracking monarchs on their migration. Participants trade ideas on non-traditional ways to gain student interest in school through monarchs, such as monarch parades, trips to Mexico to see the monarchs, and team building activities that can be done in the classroom or on the playground. 

Throughout the workshop participants are shown a respect for nature and the environment that MTN hopes they will model for their students both in and out of the classroom.

WHEN:
The workshop will take place on Wednesday August 12 and Thursday August 13, 2009, from 8:30am – 4:30pm both days. Interested media is encouraged to come at 10:00am August 13, when we will be tagging and releasing monarch butterflies.
WHERE:
The Aquatic Resources Education Center in Anacostia Park, Washington, DC.
WHY:
Living Classrooms provides meaningful, job-training, hands-on education, and enrichment programs to over 45,000 youth, including over 18,000 in the National Capital Region each year. The Monarch Teacher Network workshop is the kick-off to Living Classrooms’ Monarchs, Milkweed, and Me! program that involves students in an environmental restoration project, utilizing a variety of academic and real-world skills and knowledge in partnership.
WHO:
Living Classrooms is facilitating this experience in partnership with the Monarch Teacher Network. The workshop is sponsored by Mirant, Mid-Atlantic and the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, partnership with DC Dept of Fisheries at the Aquatic Resources Education Center. 
*Media who wish to cover the event and story should contact John Dillow.

Contact:
John Dillow 



Executive Director, Living Classrooms National Capital Region programming
(202) 488-0627 x.224 

(410) 952-6620 (cell)

 jdillow@livingclassroomsdc.org      

or 

Jeanette O’Connor

School-based Program Director

(202) 488-0627 x 226

(703) 678-6893 (cell)

joconnor@livingclassroomsdc.org
Participating Schools (the numbers next to school names indicate how many classes we are serving at the school)

PG County Schools:

Vansville ES (2)

Laurel HS (1)

Greenbelt ES (2)

Charles Carroll MS (2)

James Madison MS (2)

Robert Goddard Montessori School (6)

Robert Goddard Fench Immersion School (2)

Berwyn Heights ES (1)

Northwestern HS (1)

Parkdale HS (2)

Laurel ES (2)

Scotchtown Hills ES (2)

Bond Mills ES (2)

John Hansen Montessori School (1)

Lincoln PCS (1)

Montgomery County Schools:

Poolesville SHS (1)

Sligo Creek ES (1)

Chevy Chase ES (1)

Westbrook ES (1)

McClean School (1)

Roberto Clemente MS (1)

Chelsea School (2)

Garrett Park ES (1)

Piney Branch ES (1)

DC Schools:

St. Peter's Interparish School (1)

LaSalle ES (2)

Sidwell Friends (1)

Maret School (1)

National Cathedral School (1)

St. John's College HS (1)

LAMB PCS (1)

Stuart Hobson MS (4)

Bruce-Monroe ES (1)

Ferebee-Hope ES (1)

W.B. Patterson ES (1)

Thompson ES (1)

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School (1)

Virginia schools:

Hayfield Secondary (1)

South County Secondary (3)

Waples Mill ES (3)

Springhill ES (1)

Key MS (1)

West Sprinfield HS (1)

Carl Sandburg MS (2)

Daniels Run ES (1)

Thoreau MS (1)

Lake Braddock MS (1)

Fort Hunt ES (1)

Union Mill ES (1)

Drew Model Montessori School (1)

Taylor ES (1)

