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Science/Language Arts


The Moth Poem

The moth,

Enraged,

Beats against the lamp,

His wings forming

Countless tiny fans,

And falls at last

A fragile pinch of gray ashes.

The lamp burns on,

Tranquilly.







-Anonymous

Goals

I saw a man pursuing the horizon;

Round and round he sped.

I was disturbed at this;

I accosted the man.

“It is futile,” I said.

“You can never ---“

“You lie,” he cried

And ran on.

-Stephen Crane

Theme

     Theme is the controlling idea or central insight of a work of literature.  It can be a revelation of human character, or a thought-provoking concept. Not every story or novel has a theme; they may be entertaining, but not really written to express an insight or provoke thought.  THEME IS NOT A MORAL! 

To determine what the theme is…

· Consider what you know about the characters, especially why they do what they do.
· Look for what seems to be most important.  This may be a particular character trait, a conflict, the climax of the story, or even specific word selection and placement (especially in poetry).
· Consider what idea from the story or poem could provoke a discussion in which there might be differing opinions.
To express the theme…

· Write a statement, not a word or topic – not “motherhood” but “motherhood sometimes has more frustration than reward.” 

· Write the idea without using characters’ names or specific situations of the plot.  Theme should be a generalization.

· Avoid cliches!  They’re too close to morals! Try writing the theme as a thought-provoking question.  Not “You can’t judge a book by its cover,” but “Should appearance influence judgement?”
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