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Social Studies/Mathematics

Limits

From The Last Waterman by Glenn Lawson

Government restrictions . . . page 148-149

      Floyd, like most other watermen in our community, believed the government had overstepped its authority when it enacted legislation that limited the number of ducks and geese a man could kill and the number of oysters he could catch.  He firmly held to his conviction that God had given him the right to kill and sell waterfowl to support his family and to catch all the oysters he could.

     The conservation regulations on the Bay at that time fell into four categories.  They were economic restrictions. limits, restriction of equipment, and licensing.  Each category had a different purpose but the goal was the same, to prevent people from depleting some species of Bay life by hunting or fishing.

     An economic restriction was designed to reduce the amount of money a person can make by hunting or fishing for a particular species.  For example, watermen could no longer sell terrapin, so they stopped hunting them and spent their time catching crabs, which they could sell.  Another regulation prohibited the sale of wildfowl, so hunters no longer slaughtered them by the hundreds.  Since men enjoyed hunting them for sport, this type of restriction didn’t stop the killing of ducks and geese.  It didn’t even limit the killing enough to prevent the rapid decline of the duck population.

     A limit was designed to control the population decline of a species.  For example, regulations limited the number of ducks a hunter could kill in one day, and the days in a year as well as the hours of a day hunting was permitted.  If the population of a certain duck continued to decline, the season for that duck could be reduced further, or hunters could be limited from killing them at all.

     A restriction of equipment reduced the amount a single hunter could take by reducing his efficiency.  Oyster drudgers with powerboats could go around and around until they wiped out an entire oyster bar, but a sailboat was not as maneuverable and not as destructive, so drudging was restricted to sailboats.  Restrictions on duck hunters prohibited them from using automatic shotguns, using guns that fired large loads of shot, baiting ducks with corn, trapping ducks, or luring ducks with live decoys.

     Licensing theoretically limited the number of people who were hunting or fishing, but not by much, because a license cost only a few dollars.  To restrict the number of hunters and fishermen by raising the price of a license was not practical for that would have made hunting the privilege of only the wealthy sportsmen.  The impoverished watermen, who sometimes needed the ducks to feed their families, would have then turned the marshes into a war zone, and no man would have been safe there.  The main effect of licensing was that it provided incentive to obey their laws, for the license of a habitual offender could be revoked.
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